
Introduced by Council Member Becton, co-sponsored by Council President Boyer:



ORDINANCE 2016-679
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 745 (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS) ORDINANCE CODE; TO CLARIFY THAT THE CORRECT SPELLING OF “PHILIPS HIGHWAY” IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 5 AND COUNCIL DISTRICT 11 EXTENDING FROM JOHN STREET ON THE NORTH TO THE DUVAL COUNTY LINE ON THE SOUTH SHOULD INCLUDE A SINGLE “L”; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105 (B), ORDINANCE CODE, WHICH REQUIRES REVIEW BY THE 911 EMERGENCY ADDRESSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(C), ORDINANCE CODE WHICH REQUIRES WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF STREET NAME CHANGES BE FORWARDED TO EACH OWNER OF PROPERTY ABUTTING THE STREET; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(D), ORDINANCE CODE WHICH REQUIRES THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO POST SIGNS ADVERTISING BOTH PUBLIC HEARINGS AT EACH INTERSECTION OF THE STREET BEING RENAMED; ESTABLISHING A  COMPLIANCE TIME PERIOD TO REQUIRE THAT ALL CITIZENS, PROPERTY OWNERS, BUSINESS OWNERS AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES UTILIZE THE CORRECT SPELLING OF “PHILIPS HIGHWAY” WITH A SINGLE “L” ON ANY AND ALL OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, RESIDENCE ADDRESSES, STREET SIGNS, HIGHWAY MARKERS AND ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2019; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD THIS ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT AND THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, over the past decades, citizens, property owners, business owners and governmental officials have spelled “Philips Highway” with either a single “L” or a double “L”; and

WHEREAS, historic documents reveal direct inconsistencies related to the correct spelling of “Philips Highway”; and

WHEREAS, for example, author Debra Webb Rogers stated that “Philips Highway” was named for Judge Henry Bethune Philips in 1934; and
WHEREAS, Rogers, specifically, wrote the following in Images of America San Marco: 

Duval County judge Henry Bethune Philips is the gentleman for whom Philips Highway was named in 1934.  He was also the first chairman of the State Road Board, the forerunner of the Florida Department of Transportation. Today some highway markers and street signs spell Philips correctly with a single “L”, but others still use the incorrect double “L.” (Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.); and 
WHEREAS, because Judge Philips was involved in a leadership role to the Florida State Road Board, and he also served in a similar capacity for the Florida Department of Transportation, it is likely that state governmental officials also endorsed and approved the spelling of “Philips Highway” with a single “L” in 1934; and
WHEREAS, however, prior to consolidation in 1963, the Jacksonville Mayor-Commissioner and the City Council adopted Ordinance No. FF-74, Bill No. FF-89, which changed the name of Kings Avenue to “Phillips Highway” with a double “L”, which may have stemmed from the road being developed by men named both “Phillips” and “Philips”; and
WHEREAS, the misspelling of “Philips Highway” in the 1963 Ordinance has, inadvertently, caused numerous inconsistencies and confusion about the correct spelling of “Philips Highway”; and

WHEREAS, the Council seeks to clarify that the correct spelling of Philips Highway should include a single “L”; and

WHEREAS, on September 28, 2016, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission voted to issue a letter of support to correct the spelling of “Philips Highway” with a single “L”. A copy of the letter of support, and the minutes of the September 28, 2016 public meeting of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission are attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds it appropriate to clarify the correct spelling of “Philips Highway” extending from John Street on the north to the Duval County line on the south with a single “L”; and

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Philips Highway Correct Spelling Clarified.  The correct spelling of the name of Philips Highway, extending from John Street on the north to the Duval County line on the south, is hereby clarified by use of a single “L” by which name such street shall be hereafter known and designated. A copy of the map of Philips Highway is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.
Section 2.

Waiver of Review by the 911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee.
Section 745.105(b), Ordinance Code, requiring review of all street name changes by the 911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee is hereby waived as the Ordinance is not changing the street name, but instead clarifies the correct spelling of Philips Highway.
Section 3.

Waiver of 
Section 745.105 (c), Ordinance Code.  Section 745.105 (c), Ordinance Code, requiring that written notification of street name changes be forwarded to each owner of property abutting the street is hereby waived as this Ordinance seeks only to clarify the correct spelling of Philips Highway.

Section 4.

Waiver of 
Section 745.105 (d), Ordinance Code.  Section 745.105 (d), Ordinance Code, requiring that the Planning and Development Department post signs advertising both public hearings at each intersection of the street being renamed is hereby waived as this Ordinance seeks only to clarify the correct spelling of Philips Highway.
Section 5.

Compliance Time Period to Occur on or before December 31, 2019.  All citizens, property owners, business owners and governmental entities shall utilize the correct spelling of “Philips Highway” with a single “L” on any and all official documents, residence addresses, street signs, highway markers and electronic communication on or before December 31, 2019.
Section 6.

Legislative Services Division directed to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department and the Public Works Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to send a copy of this legislation once enacted to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, and the Public Works Department for processing, implementation, and coordination with 911 Emergency, Fire and Rescue Department, the U.S. Postal Service, Google and other affected agencies and organizations. 
Section 7.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Cherry Shaw Pollock
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry Shaw Pollock
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